MEMEL

Memel, a city on the Baltic Sea, had a brief existence as a separate country due to the Treaty of
Versailles signed on June 28, 1919. This treaty made this small port city into an area which was
administered by Allied forces. The Allied forces took possession of Memel on February 13,
1920 and stamps of both Germany and France were overprinted for use. The German
overprinted stamps were first issued on August 1, 1920 and were valid for use until October 30,
1920. This use of the overprinted German stamps is shown in the top cover used within Memel
with a date of September 12, 1920.

French stamps were overprinted at various times with the first issue made on July 7, 1920 and
printings followed until early 1923. Many of the later overprints were required due to the high
rate of inflation during this period. The middle cover sent to Berlin on February 2, 1923 is an
example of usage of the French overprinted issues.

On January 23, 1923, Lithuania occupied Memel and issued several series of stamps for use in
the country. Lithuanian official stamps were overprinted for the first issue and then a set of
definitive stamps for Memel were issued. These definitive stamps were then overprinted several
times with higher values, again due to inflation. The last cover shows an example of a mixed
usage of the an overprinted Memel stamp and a Lithuanian stamp. This rather scarce usage on a
cover is July 4, 1924,

Siaiups of Memel were no longer valid after August 31, 1925 as this area became part of
Lithuania. During the second World War Memel again became part of Germany and then later
part of Russia until 1991 when Lithuania again became an independent country but this area
remained as part of Russia as an isolated and separate area for the rest of the country.

The overprinted Memel definitive set resulted in several double overprints one of which is shown
below compared to a normal overprint. The double overprint can best be seen in the
enlargement where the nearly solid bars at the top and the gap in the first e of Memel identify the
double overprint. The actual stamps (double overprint on the right) are shown to the left and the
enlargements to the right.
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