oldsborough Post Offic STAMPLESS

Goldstorough Postmaster Provisional
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The post office was located inside the Griswold Hotel built across the street from the railroad
platform. John Taylor served as the Confederate postmaster. Toward the end of the war, John
Robinson and Hiram Grant replaced him. North Carolina seceded on 21 May 1861 and joined the

SA on 27 May, creating a six-day independent state period. Confederate use of Federal postal
paper ended on 31 May. No Goldsborough covers are reported to have survived either of these
brief periods. When the CSA Post Office officially took over postal duties on 1 June, it had no
stamps to distribute. Postmasters throughout the South dealt with this in a variety of ways. Some
produced their own special stamps or markings known as Postmaster Provisionals to indicate

prepayment of postage. John Taylor, however, used the prewar “PAID” handstamp as a
provisional marker whenever he had no stamps to sell.
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Goldsborough Post Office

Goldsborough Postmaster Provisional
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Goldsborough to Westbrook, NC =

August 8, 1363
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STAMPLESS

Explanation of Tax
Assessment on value
of Foreign Credit or

Bill of Exchange
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Goldsborough Post Office

Goldsborough Postmaster Provisional
Paid IO

Handstamp PAID & Large 10

Handstamp PAID & Small 10
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Goldsborough Post Office STAMPLESS

.

Goldsborough Postmaster
Provisional

Forwarded to
Petersburg, VA
Pair of London Prints

Clinton, NC CDS
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Confederate States of America
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Contederate States of Smevien,
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. %

Richmond “PAID 5 cts”
General Howell Cobb

General Howell Cobb was the President of the Provisional Confederate Congress
1861-62 and served as a Major General. After the fall of New Bern in March
1862, the Confederate government concentrated multiple units including Cobb’s
Legion in Goldsboro to protect the vital Wilmington and Weldon RR. Rather

than advance toward Goldsborough, Federal forces under General Ambrose
Brunside took Ft. Macon. His force was then reduced to reinforce General

McClellan in Virginia ending any further offensive Federal activity in Eastern
North Carolina for several months.

The Confederate Post Office Department oroduced the only “Official” imprints that had the “Franking
Privilege”, but numerous other national government departments, state departments, military units, etc.

also preprinted envelopes for official use. But unlike the envelopes produced by the Confederate Post
Office, all of these “official” covers were required to show that postage had been paid. These covers are
designated as semi-official. Occasionally, a semi-official envelope would be used privately. If that was the
case, the “official use” was struck through. And there are even COVers that show a manuscript official

business notation.
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Goldsborough Post Office STAMPLESS DESTINATION

Advertising Corner Card
Forwarded to Goldsborough
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“L. J Merritt, Attorney at Law

Pittsboro, NC”

Lieut. L. J. Merritt, 5™ NC Vols.

Chapel Hill PAID Manuscript "5”to Suffolk, Va

When a letter to a military addressee arrived at its destination after his unit had
moved away, the letter was forwarded to the new location without additional fees. In
this example, Lieutenant Merritt had been transferred to Goldsborough, so the cover

was forwarded at no charge.
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Goldsborough Post Office
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James J. Pettigrew
Brig. General, CSA

STAMPLESS DESTINAT'ON

Charleston, SC PAID 10

f 1863, the Confederate army commanded by D. H. Hlill
als out of eastern North Carolina. While this

it did permit the unmolested gathering of

agricultural stores for the Army of Northern Virginia in eastern North

Carolina. Brigadier General James J. Pettigrew participated in the 13
March 1863 attack on New Bern. This cover was mailed from Charleston

to General Pettigrew because Goldsborough was the Headquarters for the
Department of North Carolina

During the winter o
attempted to push the Feder

offensive eventually failed,
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John A. Cobb, Aide-de-camp
to General Howell Cobb,
Cobb’s Legion
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Manuscript Due 10
Double Rate

Initial Confederate postal rates ounce less than 500 miles and 10¢ for
500 miles. On 1 July 1862 the differential ended when a

each half ounce greater than
k effect. The CSA Post Office created some special rates

universal rate of 10¢ rate too
including a 2¢ dropped letter, a 2¢ circular rate, and a 40¢ trans-Mississippi rate after the

fall of Vicksburg.

were 5¢ for each half

ostage prepaid with one major exception: mail
a soldier had to list his name, company, and
resses found in Confederate

Virtually all Confederate mail was sent p

philately.
strategic railroad junction,

war. Surviving covers reveal b
assigned to protect the railroadt
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Goldsborough Post Office MILITARY POSTAGE DUE

After the fall of New Bern - April 1862
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Priv. George L. Gordon, Co. I, 15™ Regiment NC Troops
Manuscript DUE 5
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Lieut. J. A. Lindsay, Co. K, 45™ Regiment NC Troops
Manuscript DUE 10
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Goldsborough Post Office

John A. Cobb, Aide-de-camp
to Col. John B. Lamar
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Manuscript Due 10 over 5
Double Rate

Goldsborough to Macon, GA
April 7,1862




STAMPLESS

Priv. C. A. Wills, Co. J, I Va. Reg.

Handstamps Due 10 x2, Handstamp PAID X3
Manuscript 10

Endorsement lllegible
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“PAID” & large 10"
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Stampless Markings

Handstamps
- "PAID” & large “10”
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Military Address: Fort Johnston via Wilmington

The stamp may have fallen off the cover before it left the Goldsborough Post Office.
The Postmaster used the small “*10” marking to show that postage had been paid.
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Private J. W. Brines
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Destination Covers Stampless Markings
Military Address

Manuscript Martindale, NC & Paid 10

Thomas M. Carr, Jr.
2" Battalion, Co A
c/o Capt. Overman

Destination Goldsborough covers are much less common than Origination

covers. By including Destination covers, however, the scope of this exhibit expands

considerably. Some categories of Confederate philately with a Goldsborough CDS
either have not survived or never existed but do exist as destination covers. For
example, other than the handstamp “Paid,” there was no Goldsborough provisional,

yet many Southern postmasters manufactured provisional stamps or sold pre-
stamped envelopes. Examples of both are found in the Destination section of this

exhibit. Goldsborough military mail is also enhanced with more units identified
confirming the town’s strategic importance. Even the modern spelling of Goldsboro

appears on Destination covers pre-dating the official name change by many years.
So Destination covers improve and expand this exhibit.




Goldsborough I'c i3 STAMPLESS DESTINATION

OF CIAL BUSINESS
Quaricrmaster’'s Department
RALEIGH, NC

The 50" NC Regiment

was organized in 1862.
Co. B was mostly
manned by Robeson
County men. The
regiment spent most of
the war Iin North
Carolina although it
was assigned to the
Army of Northern
Virginia. By 1865 itwas
part of Hardee’s Corp,
Hardy’s Brigade and
assigned the Joseph
Johnston’s army.

Raleigh to “Near Goldsboro, NC” (pencil)
“PAID” MAR 1865

Officer Commanding
Co. B, 50" NC Regiment, Kirkland's Brigade, ANVa

The Regiment participated in both the battles of Averasboro (16 March) and Bentonville (19-21 March).
When the armies separated, the Federals occupied Goldsboro while the Confederates concentrated
between Smithfield and Goldsboro. Skirmishes continued west of Goldsboro that the Regiment also
participated in. Johnston noted that all he could do after Bentonville was “annoy” Sherman. He could
not stop him; nevertheless, his depleted force was reorganized. The 50" was assigned to Kirkland’s
Brigade.

The cover is addressed to the “Captain of Co. B., 50" NC Regiment, near Goldsboro, NC.” The CDS is
smudged but “Mar” can be read. Since Goldsboro fell to the Federals on 21 March, the CSA post office

closed. It was probably mailed from Raleigh the last week of March 1865. This makes the cover to latest
known Confederate “Destination Goldsborough” of the war.

Once the huge Federal army (110,000+) had rested and been resupplied in Goldsboro, it moved west

toward Raleigh on 10 April. Johnston repositioned his force to territory between Raleigh and Durham
and began the negotiations for the surrender that occurred 26 April ending the war in North Carolina.
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' Priv J. L. Stuart, Co D, 49" Reg NC Troops
Handstamp DUE 10




Howell Cobb
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Priv Rufus H. Wood, Co. J, Reg 1
Handstamp DUE 10
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