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Though neither of these covers is up to normal exhibiting standards, soldier's
covers from such an early period are almost nonexistent. From the same cor-
respondence, one was not countersigned and was charged the regular rate of 6d
instead of the preferential soldier's rate of 1d that could have applied.
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First Perforated Issues

16 May 1865
2d Plate 1

Interprovincial 2d rate
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: Perforated 121~
Issues
First Perforated Large Star Watermark

10 May 1866, 12 January 1868 _
DLt T S Tutaenui to Wanganui, Timaru to Dunedin

Earliest proving cover for Tutaenui.
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0 the prime minister of New Zealand.
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Perforated 121

First Perforated Issues
Large Star Watermark

24 Nov 1869
2d Plate II Retouched Strip from Oamaru to Oxford, England
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Retouched, Row 18, No 4-6
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Perforated 1272
Large Star Watermark

Via Panama from Christchurch to Dublin and Nelson to London
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Double weight letter

Both covers originated during the period of the via Panama contract, but chose to go the opposite and
longer route. The upper cover overpays the Marseilles rate by 2d. The lower cover, a double rate routed
“via Suez,” has an annotation inside that gives a correcting return address and the text “the Panama mail is
soirregular.” This latter remark was mainly a comment on the eastern half from London to Panama, which

often experienced problems. The Pacific half was quite regular.
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NEW ZEALAND

Changed Color Issues

Pepforated 11274 1871 Watermarked Large Star
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The Manuherikia O 24 mark (Dunedin), on a late Chalon use.

The route via San FrancisCco was available for the final few years.




