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HERE DID THE SEALS GO? WHY DID THEY COME BA

arly as 1906. But the surviving covers show that the

- | . | ] + Vvers WhiCh
. i +hat Newfoundland had introduced Return Letter covers,
kb 1 found. Letters sealed inside these

Use of the 1905 seal seems to have ceased not long after it was introduced, perhaps as e

1 <rock in 1914 and 1915. The most likely explan , e _
scals wereist I e States, to return letters for which addresses had bee

were already in use in Canada and the United
envelopes required little more to assure that
the letters had been opened officially. The|

demand for seals for censorship purposes in
the early stages of World War I may have

brought the remaining stock out of storage,
even though Edward VII died in 1910.
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Two hand stamps are recorded as being used
by the Newfoundland Dead Letter Office
(Brian C. Plain, 2006). The stamp above is
recorded as being used from 1900 to early
908. The example shown here is a later use,
and the same handstamp was also used to tie
the 1905 seal to the 1914 cover in this exhibit
The earliest use for the oval handstamp on the
left is the 1938 date on the cover shown, and
use to the date
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THE 1944 OFFICIAL SEAL

*

The introduction of a new official seal, some three decades after the exhaustion of the only other
Newfoundland seal, may have been a similar reaction to the needs of World War 11. If the earliest
recorded use date of February 15, 1944 (the copy displayed) accurately reflects its release, it was
a very tardy reaction. As with the 1905 seal, whose earliest recorded use is a year and a half after
the American Bank Note Company production dates, the limited number of dated copies may be
providing misleading information. The 1944 seal is known only on cover, and only a handful of

those appear to exist. |

Mailed from Canada to Newfoundland with an illegible city name, opened

and resealed with the 1944 typographed seal tied by an indistinct railway
handstamp. Possibly opened to find the forwarding address, since the cover

has a printed Quebec return address. The reverse of the cover shows an
imprint of the now-worn Newfoundland DLO stamp dated March 2, 1944.
The seal over the right-hand end of the cover s Canadian and may represent

an additional opening of the envelope for censorship or monetary control
purposes.
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