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A “New” Seven Star Flag Cover

On or about September 26, 1861 John Davis took a letter from Lieutenant J.
D. Witherspoon and delivered it to Witherspoon’s wife in Yorkville S. C. This letter
was enclosed in the seven star flag cover illustrated in Figure One. It is one of 100
Confederate covers from a recent original find. There was no matching flag letter
sheet present.

Although similar to F 7-18 in the CSA catalog of 2012 (See Figure Two), it
differs in the following respects:

1-The stars are not as well-defined as they are in F 7-18. Also the middle
star at the top of the “circle of stars” is twice as large as the other six stars.

2-The flag of F 7-18 touches or is attached to the flag rope at four points. In
the “new” example the flag does not touch the rope at the bottom.

3-The left side of the blue background shows a different alignment to the
flag stripes than found in F 7-18. The bottom red stripe does not touch the flag
rope. It doesin F 7-18.

In 1995 Robert J. Stets and Harvey S. Teal published a black and white
example of this “new” flag cover in South Carolina Post Offices and Postmasters,
1860-65 (See Figure Three).

This new cover was torn at the top when opened. However, in the next
revision of the CSA catalog it deserves a listing as a variant of F 7-18 or to be given
its own catalog number.

Office DEPOT:

Harvey S. Teal has written articles for the CSA from time to time and may
be contacted at Email harveysteal@gmail.com

Figure One-The newly discovered “Seven Star Flag” cover.
Figure Two-A copy of F 7-18 taken from the 2012 CSA Catalog.

Figure Three-The example of the “New” Seven Star Flag cover on page 39 of Stets
and Teal’s South Carolina Post Offices and Postmasters, 1860-65 51995).
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Figure 1. The newly discovered seven-star flag cover.
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COLUMBIA POST OFFICE,
Sourn CAROLINA,

< s S

: eqr&r.,i AN A i iR 7
Your account for Box Ren;eﬁ}l Postages,

s

due this office, and rendered on the ~

has not been paid.

e

T must ask your attention to it if you wish to continue the Box,

as my collections must be made promptly each quarter. &
Very respectfully,
J. B. GLASS, P. M.
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