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AEDALUS, according

to mythology was a

famous Athenian ar-
tificer who was banished to
Crete. There he built the
famous labyrinth, only to
be cast into it as a_pris-
oner by Minos, the Cretan
king. IDaednhu witl& l:’is
son, Icarus, escape y
means of artifici 8.
Daedalus reached Sicily,
but Icarus flew too near the
sun, the wax of his wings
melted, and he fell into the
sea.

Ann Louise licCleary
vgden Road (RD{6)
Springfield
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ISSUED
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Eight cent Air Mail postage, increased from the
established 6¢ per ounce rate as a War revenue
measure, may prove to be more tlan that. The
introduction of the 8c domestic Air Mail rate
March 26, 1944, may become the initial note to
the greatest paean of Air Mail development this
country or the world has ever seen.

So its purpose of revenue production may shift
to leadership in Air | ding in a decad
or so with Pick-up stations multiplying our postal
Air service tenfold.

Years of pioneering and two World Wars are
making Air flight and power one of the most
menacing and, by the same token, the most munif-

\ ll::nent instruments of civilization the world today
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RANCIS LANA, an
Italian Jesuit, publish-
ed a book in 1670, in
which he suggested that an
airship could be built by at-
taching a basketlike boat to
four copper balls, made

lighter than air by creating George F. MeCleary, Jr.

a vacuum in them, ana

never, learned that his plan 9 New Zimmerman Building
copper balls wonld collapse, Springfield

f course, if ai
withdcawn from them, = 0HIO
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NumBER THREE

@

OHN WISE of Pennsyl-
vania was one of the
most daring pioneers of

the air. In 1873 the New
York Daily Graphic com-
menced to build for him a
balloon in which he was to
cross the Atlantic. It was
to contain 400,000 cubic feet
of gas, but it ripped oren
when 325,000 cubic feet
were put in, and additional
funds for continuing the at-
tempt were not forthcoming,

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOGIETY
CONVENTION STATION

_VIA'AIR MAIL
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NumMmeer Four

l AVIATION HISTORY

SOCIETY OF PHILATE::és
T AMERICARS .CONVENTION S7a.

CTAVE CHANUIRA.
an American, was one

—————WIA-AIR MAIL

menters with gliders. His
goal was automatic stabil-

ity, and he developed the
idea of making the surfaces
of the glider movable, in-
stead of balancing by shift-
ing his body. He made GegrgezF' MocleaBrlylilgir'
about 1000 glides and his immerman

experiments were very help- 9 Now ne

ful to his successors. gﬁ{ci)ngfield
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AMUEL P. LANGLEY,

then secretary of the

Smithsonian Institute at
Washington, D. C., made
many small flying models.
These he called ‘‘aero-
dromes.” In 1893 he began
experiments with larger
steamdriven models, and in
1896 one of these flew half
a mile on the Potomac
River,

e R S 4 (i adae |
""r'Y CU‘W[NT]ON STA

VIA AIR MAIL
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WRIGHT of Dayton,
Ohio, built the first
motor-driven, man-carrying
plane. It made a flight of
59 seconds in 1903, The
Wright brothers made many

subsequent !l!ghtns. Will:ur Ann 1“1.. HOCIW
o Balber 0, 1508, sour Ogden Road (RD{6)

ed in the air for 2 hours, springﬁﬁld
20 minutes, and 23 seconds. OHIO
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